' Ealms»Saymrd House
Alfred; Maine

PHOTOGRAPHS
WRITTEN HISTORICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE DATA

District of Maine

Hisi:oric Americgn Buildings Survey
Josiah T, Tubby, Distriet Officer
587 Congress Strect, Portlend, Maine

HABS=MEw32

A
ME

AL e

)
1.



YHOLMES=-SAYWARD HOUSEY

Alfred, York County, Maine

Owner
Dr. 5. B. Marshell

Date of Erectiom

1802
Builder
John Holmes

Present Condition

The struoture was originally built with an enclosed courte

The kitchen with fireplace, ovens, and copper vats for hot
water, formed the north west section whieh has been removed,
leaving three sections of the original building. The enclesed
oourt was used a8 & gerden, Extensions have been built on
the north west end of the buildings The wooden fence which
surrounded the house and grounds has beem removed., Some o
the original sash and gless have been replaoced.

Descrigt:lon

The house is e two story struoture with a low sloping hip wroof
and belustrade. The front and sides of the house are surrounde
ed by a two story portisc supported by fourteen columns,

There is a one sbtory vestibule which projects beyond the wain
house to the edge of the porohe The house is built on & low
grenite foundation.

There were originally fifteen rooms with nine fireplaces,
The parlors have ormate dado¢s and cornicess There is a
oireular stairway in the hall aend the second floor hall has
e vaulted csiling.

Other Existing Records

"History of the Holmes-Sayward House" with photographs and
sketches written and illustrated by Edward L, Sayward in 1914,

Additional) Data

John Holmes, the builder, was & U, 3, Senator from the

District of Maine before Maine wes separsted from Massaochusetts.
He was leter a member of the cammitbee to draft the constitution
of the Stete of Maine,
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He wos accused by his politicel enemies of having Indian blood
in his wveins, Overhearing this rumor, Holwmes said that if they
thought that, he would prove to be not part Indian but all
Indien and weunt to the blaoksmith where he hed made the bow
and arrow balustrade decoration for his house. Holmes was not,
however, of Indian extraction.

The Holmes~Sayward House was owned by the Holmes family until

1849 when it was purchased by the Seyward family. Until 1900, -
the house was owned only by the Holmes and Sayward families.
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Addendum to:

Holmes~Sayward House HABS No. ME-32
U.S. Route 202 (State Route 4},
west side, opposite Green
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